III.J

Prussian Rule in Posen.

routine, as a part of good old Polish patriotism; ignorance
and helplessness being, in the opinion of these reverend
persons, excellent servants of the Church."

" This method of Germanisation has been furthered by the
Government, which has never practised any other, despite
its many opportunities for so doing. When, shortly after its
acquisition by Prussia, the province fell into distress through
bad harvests, the administration could have easily relieved
the Polish nobles of half their property by a comparatively
small pecuniary outlay. It preferred however to assist them
by founding a Credit Institution in Posen with advantages
such as had not been accorded to any similar establishment
in other provinces. No political conditions were attached
to the assistance thus afforded, nor was any favour shown to
persons of German nationality. Of the landed pro-
prietors who settled and carried out the Provincial Ordi-
nances sixty-seven were Poles and only seven Germans.
The province was administered by a committee, exclusively
composed of Poles, nor did the State alter these arrange-
ments by reason of the events of 1830; it was only after the
conspiracy of 1846, in which several provincial officials had
taken part, that a royal officer was appointed as chief of the
institution; and this nomination was revoked in 1848. The
period above referred to had afforded ample opportunities
for Germanisation. In 1830 fourteen hundred persons
were condemned to suffer confiscation and imprisonment,
and twelve hundred of them were pardoned. Only twenty-
two landowners were deprived of their estates, which how-
ever they were permitted to redeem by paying one-fifth of
their value into the State Exchequer. The disturbances
of those days shook the Polish provincial nobility's hold
upon its landed property very seriously. Had the Govern-
ment simply shut its. eyes to that fact, the greater portion